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June 30, 1899 1024 

ITALY. 

Quarantine measures against the plague. 

Embassy op His Majesty the King op Italy, 

Washington, D. C, June 18, 1899. 
Mr. Secretary of State: Referring to the note of this royal 
embassy of the 13th instant, I have the honor to communicate to your 
excellency the following telegram which I have received from the royal 
ministry of the interior : 

By an order, bearing date of June 16, it has been directed that the maritime sanitary 
■operations prescribed in the maritime sanitary ordinances now in force for vessels and 
goods that have been declared to be infected with the bubonic plague, must be exclu- 
sively performed in the ports of Genoa, Leghorn, Naples, Nisida, Palermo, Messina, 
Brindisi, and Venice. 

Be pleased to accept, Mr. Secretary of State, the assurances of my 
highest consideration. 

G. C. Vinci, 
Royal Charge" d' Affaires of Italy. 
The honorable the Secretary op State. 

MALTA. 

Quarantine restrictions against the plague. 

United States Consulate, 

Malta, Valletta, June 2, 1899. 

Sir : In view of the cases of plague now existing in Egypt I have the 
honor to offer the following suggestions and information, which, I 
believe, will be of service to our Government : 

A few days ago the board of health of Malta met and, on account of 
the conditions above stated, revised the then existing quarantine laws 
so as to practically shut out vessels coming from dangerous ports under 
certain conditions. 

A copy of the new laws I inclose in duplicate. 

I understand that Admiral Dewey will in a few days leave Hongkong 
for home by way of the Suez Canal, and also that he desires to stop at 
Malta and Gibraltar. If so, I anticipate that information as to the 
requirements at ports so far ahead as Malta and Gibraltar will be of 
service to him, to the end that he may shape his course so as to meet 
with no obstructions here in the way of quarantine laws. For this 
reason I have been in consultation with the authorities at this port, for 
the purpose of finding out under what conditions the Olympia will be 
given free pratique, should she arrive here. 

I am informed that the safest course for Admiral Dewey to pursue is 
to stop at Singapore, and get from there a clean bill of health. That 
given him at Hongkong will probably be a foul one, as there is plague 
there. Should he desire to stop at Colombo, it would be best for him 
to inquire previous to entering that port, if everything is all right and 
if a clean bill of health would be given him upon his departure. The 
next port, Aden, stopped at and enough coal taken on board to last the 
ship to Malta. Under present conditions free communication may be 
had with the shore at this port. Leaving Aden, the Olympia should go 
direct through the canal, in quarantine, without holding any commu- 
nication whatever with Suez, Ismalia, or Port Said. The clean bill of 



